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EDITORIAL. 


Tue Annual Conference of the Library Association will soon be 
upon us, and we understand that the Council of the L.A. is well 
advanced in the matter of its arrangements. We sincerely hope, 
however, that it is not too late for us to emphasize the importance 
of a less crowded programme. There was a multitude of matters 
dealt with at Cardiff, but the “ time” bogey was ever en evidence. 
There can be no practical use for points to be raised obviously 
inviting discussion, and then for those interested to have no oppor- 
tunity either to commend, correct or condemn certain statements 
made. There were many brilliant orations unspoken at Cardiff ! 
Pleasant platitudes are soothing, but we have a recollection of one 
librarian—and a lady at that—-commenting on one address as 
“ offal,” or word to that effect. We want practical papers instead 
of pleasantries : fewer papers and more opportunity for an exchange 
of views. Let the Conference be a conference ! 


The Westminster City Councillors may or may not be wise in 
their generation, but in one way they are not to be congratulated. 
The proposed extension of the City Hall, necessitating the closi 
of the Public Library in St. Martin’s Lane, is like the old saying 
“ Robbing Peter to pay Paul.’’ We should much have preferred the 
City Hall to be closed to permit of an extension of the Public 
Library! But there it is. Various newspapers are endeavouring 
to show the City Council the error of its ways. The Public Libraries 
Committee is to be commiserated with. In the opinion of many 
the Council is taking an illegal action! If the matter is brought 
into the courts the case will be of more than local interest, for no 
Public Library will be safe if the action of the Westminster Council 
is upheld. Westminster, of all places ! 

* 

We note that there is some agitation for a Public Library for 
Golder’s Green, and we hope that the proposal will materialize. Just 
as no home is complete without a certain much-advertised house- 
hold commodity, so no town or district is complete without a public 
library. Didn't the Rt. Hon. H. A. L. Fisher say that it was a 
place “‘ without light,” or words to that effect ? We look forward 
to the “light ” shining on Golder’s Green ere long, whatever the 
opponents of the proposal do to urge the inhabitants to continue to 
“sit in darkness.” 

x * 

There is still that monotonous cry for “ economy” going on, 
until librarians are beginning to think that it is their monopoly. 
The sooner some of these penny-minded councillors and committee- 
men get a bigger conception of public libraries the better, both for 
the public and themselves. The continued “ cutting” of library 
estimates is becoming a disease ! 
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EARLY PRINTING IN CHINA: 
SOME NEW EVIDENCE 


{FROM THE REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN OF CONGRESS, 1922.] 


Amonc the more interesting of the many valuable Chinese books 
received during the past 2 a may be noted the Nung shu of Wang 
Chén, a treatise on agriculture published during the Yiian or Mongol 
Dynasty. The original work was lost by the time Emperor Ch’ien 
Lung began his search for rare and valuable books in the latter 
half of the eighteenth century. His commission of scholars was so 
impressed with the value of this work that they ordered it copied 
out of the great encyclopedic dictionary Yung loh ta tien, in which 
the work has been incorporated, chapter by chapter and paragraph 
by paragraph. The reconstructed Nung shu was then printed by 
Imperial order at the Wu ying tien press. An excellent copy of this 
edition was secured for the Library of Congress ; it is in 22 books 
and 8 volumes. The original preface is reprinted; it is dated 
Huang Ch’ing, kuei ch’ou or 1313 a.p. 

In an appendix of supreme interest the ingenious and original 
Wang Chén tells of his experiments in making movable type, men- 
tioning a newly used method of making movable type by casting 
them out of metal poured into matrices. He made his set of type, 
however, out of wood and then invented a new type case made of 
two revolving tables divided into very many boxes to hold the 
multitudinous different characters of the Chinese written language. 
By sitting in the middle between the revolving tables the type- 
setter was able to reach without trouble any desired character. 
When it is realised that the Nung shu was published in 1313 a.p. 
and that it was not the first work that the author had printed with 
his movable types (he had previously issued a gazetteer of the 
district for which he was magistrate) it is clear that evidence of the 
greatest significance regarding the discovery of printing from 
movable types is here forthcoming. Through the co-operation of 
the University of Nanking, a copy of a Ming Dynasty reprint of 
the Nung shu has been located in a Chinese library in Nanking 
and the effort is now being made to collate the reprint with the 
reconstructed Ch’ien Lung edition. The finding of a copy of the 
original Yiian Dynasty edition of the Nung shu or of Wang Chén’s 
gazetteer printed directly from his font of movable type would 
mark an epoch in the history of the art of printing. With the 
cooperation of the faculty and especially of those of the student 
body of the University of Nanking, whose home districts lie in or 
close to those wherein Wang Chén lived when he printed his two 
works with movable types, it may yet prove possible to bring to 
light these two precious works. It is becoming increasing evident 
that not only the making of paper but all the ordinary devices for 
ptinting, such as blocks to print whole pages, movable typeengraved 
on wood or metal or moulded on soft clay afterwards baked hard, 
movable type cast of metal in matrices, printing ink, multicolour 
presses, in fact, almost everything we have now except the linot- 
type, were discovered by the Chinese. That the whole world 
owes to the Chinese the discovery of the basic art of civilization, 
printing on paper, cannot longer be doubted. 
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CO-OPERATIVE CATALOGUING* 
By R. Wricut (Librarian of Middlesex County Libraries). 


Co-OPERATIVE Cataloguing is oft times a misnomer for a system of 
composite cataloguing. By the act of co-operation all should take 
their share of the burden, and all should benefit from the results of 
the distributed load. Such principles are entirely absent from 
the public library economy of this country, which is administered 
either from the autocratic aspect of the county borough—too 
important to take notice of the smaller committees—or from the 
point of view of the village pump, with an outlook limited in dimen- 
sions to its own geographical boundaries. This is not a personal 
matter, but is a local government condition common to all depart- 
ments, although perhaps exaggerated in the public library move- 
ment. An enlightened public library policy in the future may 
tend to widen this narrow outlook, and we feel that there is 4 place 
for the question of co-operative effort in any discussion of public 
library policy. 

We would suggest that the principle of co-operation can be 
usefully applied to many of the functions of the public library, 
and there appears to be no practical reason why it has not been 
adopted in library cataloguing. The cataloguing of a collection 
of books is one of the primary duties of a librarian, and in any 
modern library system a large proportion of the time of the senior 
staff is employed in this work. It is unnecessary to state that the 
value of a collection of books is increased in ratio to the amount 
of time spent on the catalogue, but we do so to indicate the inverse 
nature of the economics of our library systems. On the one hand 
we have the larger libraries with specialised staffs employed in 
cataloguing, a highly efficient machine producing the best type of 
work. On the other hand, we have the harrassed librarians in the 
smaller libraries endeavouring to do the same work amidst his 
numerous other duties. It is not surprising that there are varying 


degrees of cataloguing, but the point that I wish to make is that | 


where cataloguing is most required—in the smaller library—it is 
ofttimes deficient, purely from lack of time and opportunity to 
carry it out. As a County Librarian who has organised two of these 
much despised institutions since the war, I appreciate the force of 
these remarks. In the first place I have had to catalogue some 
thousands of books in duplicate—in Wilts. and againin Middlesex— 
in itself a considerable waste of time and energy. But what is 
more important, being one of those unfortunate librarians with a 
staff of minus quantity, the cataloguing has resolved itself into a 
routine task carried out as one of the processes of circulating books. 
Now, if ever efficient cataloguing is essential it is in circulating 
libraries. Where choice of books has to be made from a printed 
catalogue, it cannot be too carefully and elaborately prepared. 
Hence I realise that my hasty work is inadequate, and I am foisting 
on my community an inefficient library service that will have to 
be remodelled at some later date. Now this condition is not special 


*A paper read before the a | Association at Westminster Public 
Library, Great Smith Street, S.W., on May 26th, 192°3 
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to the rural libraries ; it has happened in the organisation of many 
of the town libraries. Reflect on the state of affairs at your own 
libraries, and although full cataloguing may now be carried out 
ou will recall that the earlier additions, ofttimes the most important 
ks, are catalogued on the principle of a line per entry. This, 
you will agree, is totally inadequate. In coming into contact with 
the librarian of the smaller library one hears the constant com- 
plaint of lack of time to carry out some of the activities which at 
present are the monopoly of the larger libraries. It is a serious 
condition when we remember that some eighty per cent. of the 
libraries come under this catagory, and it appears to me to be 
useless to speak of inadequate local finance, for many of our libraries 
have been established on relatively unsound economic conditions. 
The point is that these libraries are in existence, and they have 
either to fulfil their functions or decay. 
the Rural Library Conference of 1921, Colonel Mitchell 
said of librarians: ‘‘ He is of nouse . . . who makes of his office 
a shrine in which to worship St. Dewey of the Decimal system, or 
St. Cutter of the catalogue.”” Whilst there was a feeling that in 
this remark the Colonel was tending to despise the value of cata- 
loguing, we feel that there is much truth in the statement. If 
librarians in the past had not been such idolators, we should have 
had some co-operative effort in cataloguing. There are economic 
conditions that make it imperative for duplication of labour, such 
as two or more milkmen delivering milk in the same street, but in 
the case of library cataloguing it is not so. 

During the next six months, to take an instance, all the pw)lic 
libraries in this country will be cataloguing such standard werks 
as Churchill’s World Crisis. Probably some three hundred will be 
printing the entries, and many librarians will be raking their brains 
—or the preface of the books—to write annotations. As a parallel 
picture we realise that there are inefficient libraries employing 
antiquarian methods; there are libraries not attempting any 
extension work; there is practically no personal touch between 
the senior staff and the readers; and let us face facts and admit 
that there has been little real development in public libraries duri 
the past twenty years.* Many will probably say that I have labour 
these points, and that my statements are not only bold but insup- 
portable. It may be so, and I claim indulgence, because I feel 
that the key position to a successful library movement is the smal] 
library. The solution of that problem is in the hands of the librarian 
of the small library, and at present he is a mere machine with no 
time for thought. If he can be provided with that time, we feel 
that is sufficient case for some scheme of co-operative cataloguing. 

This problem has been discussed in its various phases since 
about 1860, yet nothing practical has matured. I do not propose 
to make any reference to these earlier suggestions, all of which 
presuppose the setting up of elaborate machinery, whilst in the 


* The introduction of mechanical devices cannot be described as progress, 
as the principles underlying them were in actual practice 20 years ago, and 
their gradual adoption might rather be termed “ delayed reform.” See the 
first edition of Brown's Manual of Library Economy, published in 1903. 
The point is that the real problems of library politics are still unsolved. 
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majority of cases limiting their efforts to the catalogue as a biblio- 
graphical guide rather than a practical aid in library administration. 

I should prefer to limit my remarks to the practical aspect of 
the subject, which may be summed up as follows :— 

(a) To provide a catalogue of standard works, which may be 
used in varying forms, as the catalogue of an individual library - 
or as the catalogue of the libraries in one area or zone. a 

(6) The production of entries for new books to supplement sae 
the original nucleus catalogue. 

Inasmuch as there are already a number of excellent catalogues 
in existence, the problem does not appear to be involved. We will 
endeavour to state the difficulties that have prevented its inaugura- 
tion, some real and some imaginary, but at heart we feel that it is 
the imaginary objections that have been the greatest handicap in 
the past. To summarise these obstacles :— 

(a) The organisation to undertake the work, and the 
liaison with the publishers to secure the books for the catalogue. 

(6) Expense. 

(c) The varying cataloguing rules adopted in libraries. ca ae 

(d) The different forms of catalogues in use. Esa 

(e) The difficulty of making one annotation serve all types of ats 
communities. 

(f) That all librarians must apply their own classification 
numbers to secure uniformity with previous local decisions, and to 
meet local requirements. 

(g) The fear that co-operative effort will disparage originality 
and resolve into the stereotyping of library administration. 

(hk) The local librarian should do his own cataloguing, as oft- 
times it is his only opportunity of examining new books. 

(i) The catalogue would not be inclusive enough to satisfy cae 
the requirements of the large libraries, or inversely that the cata- ae 
logue would be too inclusive for the small libraries. Bo 

(j) The publication of entries would be delayed, whereas ee. 
immediate publication and punctuality are absolutely essential. Pe 

Our best method of procedure would be to examine these 
difficulties one by one and endeavour to arrive at a practical scheme. 


EXPENSE.—The cost of production of large catalogues is 
high owing to the limited editions that have to be produced, and 
the cost of the special printing. The Library of Congress cards 
were produced before the war at approximately 1d. for the first 
card, and 4d. for additional cards, while their subscribers numbered 
over 1,500. We can approximate the cost in England by assuming 
that 500 libraries would co-operate, and would each require two 
complete sets of cards. Thus we can base our estimate on 1,000 
copies of each entry, which would cost :— a 

1,000 cards - - - - 15s. > 
Printing same with catalogue entry - 7s. 6d. eae 


Total cost of production - - 22s. 6d. 
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Assuming that there are 1,000 books published each a 
worthy of cataloguing, the cost of actual production woul 
£1,125, which, divided among the 500 libraries would be an annual 
subscription of £2 10s. In return for this they would receive two 
copies of all the cards published. These figures assume that all 
the work is of a voluntary nature, and no allowance is made for 
office expenditure, which would probably bring the total expendi- 
ture up to £1,500. To pay honorariums to librarians for the editorial 
work, andtoset upacentral organisation, would require an additional 
£1,000 per annum, but we feel that we should be able to obtain the 
services of the large libraries, who would undertake the work in 
return for a free supply of cards. On a voluntary basis, assuming 
that 200 libraries would become subscribers, and 50 per cent. want- 
ing more than two sets of cards, the cost of cataloguing all new 
ublications would work out at about £5 per two sets of cards. If 
ibraries desired to select their cards the cost would work out, on a 
voluntary basis, of 4d. per card, or on a commercial basis (when 
the subscription would be £8) at Id. per card. Neither sums are 
large, the lesser subscription representing one week’s salary of a 
cataloguing assistant. 


As we shall see later an alternative to the printed card must 
be considered. Recently the Book Selector has been published, 
which attempts to accomplish the same end by printing the entries 
on sheets of paper suitable for mounting. We shall refer to this in 
future as the mounted entry. The cost of this to a library is one 
guinea a year for three copies, for approximately 1,000 entries, 
which, plus the cost of cards for mounting, would represent a com- 
paratively annual cost of {2 10s. per library. This, however, is a 
commercial undertaking, and we presume that the subscription 
is based on paying for services rendered. I think we have delved 
into figures sufficiently to realise that mass production is more 
economical than individual effort, and it only requires active 
support to make the production possible. 


The next great objection to co-operative cataloguing is the 
varying rules in use in the public libraries. To illustrate this it is 
necessary to point out that the joint code, which was an effort 
to systematize cataloguing, gives alternative forms of entry. These 
alternatives are not formidable in regard to the imprint items, but 
when we come to the question of headings, such as entries for titled 
ns, corporate bodies, and compound names, we are faced with 
real difficulties which must be met. Thus the printed card system 
would be at a disadvantage, inasmuch as the entry being printed 
at the top of the card would not leave sufficient space to permit 
amendment in manuscript. I do not say that this is an insurmount- 
able difficulty, but provision for the varying forms of entry would 
matters. On the other hand, the mounted 
——— the necessary flexibility to allow for any modi- 

Seatloss to be made. 
This divergence of rules would have to be seriously considered 
at the outset of any co-operative effort, and decisions would have 
to be made to meet the requirements of the majority of the users. 
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It will be found that the joint code does not meet the actual require- 
ments of common usage in this country, which appears to follow 
the Cutter rules, with a considerable influence of Quinn’s modifica- 
tions, but to secure a census of opinion would not be difficult. 


With the general introduction of open access into the 
libraries of this country, we shall have the manuscript form of 
c atalogue in general use, and co-operative effort will be more simple. 
Standard cards have always been in use, but a standard sheaf cata- 
logue is an effort for the future. Thus the idea of printing direct 
on to sheets for insertion into sheaf catalogues is an impossibility, 
leaving the solution of this obstacle to the mounted entry. We 
will consider the mass production of printed catalogues later. 
The difficulty of making one annotation meet the needs of all 
districts only arises in regard to the note indicating relationshi 
with other books. Space for an additional manuscript note wi 
always be available, no matter what form of catalogue is in use. 
Whilst speaking of annotations we would point out that co-opera- 
tive effort will tend to a better t of annotation, and its more 
general use in libraries. We all realise how much more simple it is 
to annotate a book on a subject with which we are familiar. Thus 
if we secured the services of librarians who had specialized know- 
ledge in varying branches of literature, how much higher would 
be the standard of annotation. I am not now referring to annota- 
tion by experts. We see too much of their work in the literary 
papers, where they do everything but describe the book under 
review. 


We feel that the librarian who is desirous of doing his own 
cataloguing provides a more legitimate objection than appears at 
first glance. It is a right aspect of his professional duties, but we 
would point out that co-operative cataloguing can only provide 
the first essentials, leaving him the more detailed work of analytics, 
grading of books, and the relationship notes with other books in 
his actual stock. No co-operative effort can possibly attempt 
complete library cataloguing. In reviewing the Book Selector the 
Library Association Record made a most interesting point in 
regard to the application of the classification notation. Here the 
idea was that the actual classification applied in co-operative cata- 
loguing may not be consistent with local decisions, and in fact 
may in many instances be considered the wrong place to classify 
the particular book. A plea was made for consistency in classifica- 
tion throughout the country, so that a particular book could be 
found under the same number in all libraries, and that all future 
books would be placed there. Undoubtedly this is an important 
point, and is a principle that ought to be applied not only to classi- 
fication but to cataloguing. That is for the future, and in making 
the suggestion we are not disparaging originality. There is no 
more cause for originality in the arrangement of books in a library 
than there is for having two systems of numbering houses in adjoin- 
ing districts. 


(To be continued.) 
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LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS 


My Dear ALpna, 

A chance remark of yours in your last letter has caused me to 

wonder at the marvel of our Library Service. 
IDEALS. 

In spite of pa and discussions to the contrary, idealism 
must be a strong y owe te force behind the work of our librarians 
of to-day. Why else do we find thousands of men and women 
devoting themselves to the work? Most assuredly it is not on 
account of the golden lure of worldly success. The average librarian 
is lucky if he or she attains to moderate comfort during the prime 
of life and can hope for a superannuation pittance in the later 
years. Wild, youthful dreams of arriving at a state of security 
and honourable retirement fade before the impossibility of doing 
more than making ends meet with the few hundreds a year that 
represent the average reward for this branch of the public service. 
It is sad that the reward of a man who devotes his life to building 
brains should be so much less than that of the man who sells beer 
or runs a “ picture palace.” How many librarians own even a 
modest two-seater, or one of those alluring bath-rooms fitted with 
many magic knobs ? How many can hope to do so (if such is their 
desire) at any time in their existence? Echo remains silent. 

There may come a time when the rewards of labour will be 
more justly distributed, but that time is not yet. And so we come 
back to our question: Why do we find men and women devoting 
themselves to library service? As the answer cannot be that they 
do so for material gain, it must be that they are actuated by idealism 
and a desire to serve the public. For no other reason could you 
find librarians struggling along as they do with restricted public 
means and inadequate sanmnal reward, to do all they can for the 
benefit of the public. 

From Pi-JAw To PUBLICITY. 

This brief ‘“ pi-jaw”’ brings me back (as nearly all library 
topics do inevitably) to my old hobby of Publicity. With a few 
comforting exceptions, the public do not appreciate the work of 
the librarian, but this lack of appreciation is due entirely to lack of 
knowledge. We've got to advertise our libraries and their work 
until the public realize that the service is real and valuable and 
indispensable. Then, after a century or two, the librarian and 
the beer-monger may be on financial equality. 

Please don’t think that I consider Money to be everything. 
(If I did, I’d be ley pork and beans instead of taking up your 
time like this.) But it does help to make the wheels of the world’s 
work run more smoothly and efficiently. In other words, it is not 
an end in itself but an extraordinarily efficient lubricant. 

THe New Brancu. 

Like , I welcome the advent of the London and Home 
Counties Branch of the Library Association, and hope that we 
shall now get things moving. For years now, the only professional 
meetings in the Metropolis with the faintest spark of life in them 
have been those organized by the A.A.L., and it is high time that 
the older librarians began to show a revived interest in — 
one another and discussing their mutual affairs. The new 
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Association has at any rate got the best Hon. Secretary to be found 
in its area, and that means that half the battle for success has 
already been won. 

“How SHARPER THAN A SERPENT’S TOOTH —— 

I am deeply touched yb solicitude for my health shown 
by my old friend the genial Editor of The Library Assistant. But 
in taking exception to my protest that the L.A. are raising the 
standard of their examinations too suddenly, I am sorry to notice 
that he says, “ For our own part, we are not in the least concerned.” 
As representative of the opinion of library assistants throughout 
the country he ought to be concerned. My argument, which I 
thought I made perfectly clear, was that while I agreed with the 

rinciple of the L.A.’s action, I thought that the same result would 
attained more satisfactorily by “an educational standard 
graduated in increasing difficulty over a number of years.” I am 
still of that opinion, and am confirmed in it by the fact that move- 
ments of this kind have to be supported not only by librarians 
but also by local authorities. And it has been found impossible 
in some cases to persuade local authorities suddenly to set a standard 
equal to that of the L.A. It is a more practicable thing to lead them 
gradually from their present state of “ no qualifications required ” 
to that which the L.A., my friend the Editor of The Library Assistant, 
and I myself, desire. 

As a matter of curiosity I should like the Editor of The Library 
Assistant to tell me what he means by his concluding phrase :— 

“A good general education will not be amiss in any walk 
of life, and it is time enough to qualify on the technical side 
of our work—at least on paper—when we have got this, and not, 
as is now so often the case, afterwards.” 

The italics are mine. 

A Last CHANCE. 

In the meantime, it is only fair to the great majority of our 
assistants in libraries to point out that if they do not qualify in one of 
the L.A. examinations within the next few months, they will be for 
ever shut out. And I hope that my Editorial friend, in spite of his 
unconcern, may find space in his journal to mention ae fact. 

ETA. 
[The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of the 
writers of ‘“‘ LETTERS ON OuR AFFAIRS.”’} 
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LIBRARY NEWS 


[Readers are invited to send us items of news for this column. Brief 
Notes on innovations, interesting happenings, appointments and 
changes and other local items of general interest are particularly 
welcome. | 

WARRINGTON: Children’s Department. A classified catalogue on 

cards, embodying all the salient features of the Dewey scheme 

(complete with the necessary indexes), has been compiled for the 

users of the department, in order that children when eligible to 

join the adult lending library may have an acquaintance with the 
system of classification. 

The additions to this department during the last month con- 
sisted of several hundred volumes of both fiction and non-fiction. 


The CHELTENHAM Public Library has been celebrating the 
tercentenary of the First Shakespeare Folio with a lecture by Mr. 
G. B. Harrison, M.A. The lecture was delivered twice on May 14th, 
in the afternoon to young people and in the evening to a general 
audience. A small exhibition to illustrate the lecture was arranged 
in the Library, and remained on view for a fortnight. Other exhibi- 
tions in the Art Gallery include paintings by Gordon Coutts, speci- 
mens of illuminated manuscripts on loan from the Victoria and 
Albert Museum, and water-colours of Cotswold scenery by G. F. 
Nicholls. 


The Quarterly Guide for Readers of the Finsspury Public 
Libraries has resumed publication after a stoppage of nearly five 
years. In addition to the List of Recent Accessions a special up-to- 
date list of books and articles on Wireless Telegraphy and Telephony 
occupies five pages. 


The Raja’s Library of Tanjore has been declared a Free Public 
Library since 1918 under the trusteeship of the Government of 
Madras. The total number of volumes, including books in Western 
languages, exceeds 30,000. A committee of five members has been 
formed for its management, and one of them serves as the Hon. 
Secretary. The full name and address of the library is: ‘‘ The 
Tanjore Maharaja Sarfoji’s Saraswathi Mahal Library,’ Tanjore 
(S. India). 


PERSONAL NOTE. 


Mr. Duncan Gray, County Librarian, Warwickshire, and formerly of 
Deptford Public Libraries, has been appointed Chief Librarian, St. Marylebone 
Public Library. The two candidates finally selected to appear before the 
Council were Mr. Duncan Gray, Warwickshire, and Mr. J. P. Lamb, Deputy 
Librarian, Sheffield. Mr. Lamb, however, afterwards withdrew. 
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BIRKENHEAD.—A brief summary for the year ending March 3lst 
1923. Chief Librarian, John Shepherd. Additions to stock, 
3,605, 4,666 volumes withdrawn, 2,525 volumes bound, 4,837 
tickets to borrowers. In addition 1,446 free tickets issued to 
Elementary School scholars. Issues: All departments, 
367,180 ; Central, Reference, 29,070 ; Juvenile Reading, 10,183 ; 
Lending, 169,968 ; Juvenile Lending, 27,891 ; Branches: North, 
ond ; South, 75,691. Open access installed at the North 

anch. 


Burney (County Borough). Ninth Annual Report, April, 1922— 
March, 1923. Chief Librarian, W. Bramley —_ Income, 
£4,307 7s. 4d. Expenditure, £3,952 14s. 4d. :—Books, Binding, 
and Periodicals, £1,795 10s. 8d.; Lighting, Heating, and Water, 

118 19s. ld.; Salary and Wages, £976 12s. 1d. Stock, 17,882. 

ues: 236,981; Reference, 18,172. 

During the year 218,809 volumes have been issued from the Lending 
Libraries, being a decrease of 9,990 volumes as compared with last year. 
Considering the abnormal increase (17,591 recorded last year), it will be seen 
that the issue of books for home reading has maintained a comparatively high 
level. At the Reference Library 18,172 have been consulted, being an increase 
of 7,786 volumes during the year. 

The number of volumes bound during the year was 2,426. Over 6,000 
volumes have been repaired by the staff. 1,393 worn-out books have been 
replaced with new copies and withdrawn, being either out of print or not 
considered necessary to be replaced. 

The Education Committee have now made a grant of £500 for the purpose 
of establishing School Libraries in the Elementary Schools. 


Guesuire County Rural Libraries. First Annual Report, 1922-23. 
County Librarian, A. H. Gillgrass. Total stock, 4,417. Issues, 
15,343. 

Resolutions were passed at the meeting of the Rural Libraries Sub-com- 
mittee for the following arrangements, amongst others :— 

That boxes of books be sent from the Chester Headquarters to Schools, 
where the Head Teachers have expressed their willingness to co-operate with 
the Education Committee in the working of the scheme, such Head Teachers 
to undertake : (1) the care of the books, (2) their circulation amongst both the 
children and adults residing in the school area, and (3) the keeping of simple 
records of issues. 

That the number of books to be sent in each box be 35 to 40. 

That 30 per cent. of the books be of a distinctly educative character, the 
rest to be composed of classics and modern fiction, with story books and 
historical tales for boys and girls. 


Coventry Public Library. Annual Report, 1922-23. City 
Librarian, Charles Nowell. Population (1921), 130,300. 
Expenditure, £5,836 3s. 6d. :—Books, Binding, and Periodicals, 
£2,029 18s. 2d.; Salaries and Wages, £2,064 6s. 2d.; Upkeep 
of Buildings, including Lighting, Heating, and Cleaning, etc., 
£1,054 Os. 5d. Stock, 101,439. gm 401,414. 


This is a very full and complete report showing good results of work done. 
184 volumes and 5,990 pamphlets were added to the Commercial and 
Technical Library during the past twelve months. The information file, con- 
sisting of clippings from newspapers and periodicals, now contains approxi- 
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mately 6,500 items. These items are arranged in the same classified order as 
the books on the shelves. Whilst the file includes every subject of importance, 
icular attention is paid to the industries of the city—automobile engineer- 
g, machine tool engineering, chemical and metallurgical engineering—and 
a separate file of 3,250 pamphlets and articles relating to the locality is pre- 
served in the Coventry and Warwickshire collection on the first floor of the 
library. During the year a trade catalogue section has been established. 
Amongst many interesting points contained in this report are a note on 
the Subject Index to Periodicals showing that by permission of the Committee 
the library staff have assisted in the compilation of this work and also on 
Publicity, that a slide drawing the attention of the audience to the libraries, 
with particulars of each library, has been prominently displayed by the courtesy 
of the proprietors of the more important picture theatres in the city. 


FinspuryY (METROPOLITAN BorouGH) Public Libraries. Annual 
Report for the year ending March 31st, 1923. Borough Librarian, 
H. G. T. Cannons. Stock: 43,793; Additional, 1,924; Replace- 
ments, 1,435. Binding, 1,865, at a cost of £262 14s. 3d. Tickets 
to Borrowers, 8,551, increase of 787. Issues all departments : 
191,105 ; Lending, 105, 205 ; Reference, 51,123 ; Juvenile, 34,777. 


With a stock of 43,793 the issues amount to 191,105. This latter figure 
shows an increase of 6,759 over the previous year, the percentage of fiction 
being 58. The Special Collection of Illustrations commenced in 1912 now 
contains nearly 5,000 mounted illustrations and portraits, and has been used 
to a considerable extent by the craftsmen in the art industries of the district. 
An important accession during the year was a special collection relating to 
Sadler’s Wells, for which the Council made a special grant of £90. 


TWICKENHAM. Annual Report, 1922-23. Chief Librarian, J. V. 
Jacobs. Population, 34,805. Expenditure: Books, £197 16s. 6d. 
Stock: Lending, 13,573; Reference, 3,756. Issues: Lending, 
114,995. Total number of Borrowers’ Tickets, 4,629. 


An interesting table is given showing the percentage of the issues for the 

re 1922-23 with those of 1908-1909, the first complete year of the present 
ilding and system. The total issue has increased by 40.42 per cent. 

During the winter various public lectures have been given, and to meet 
the demands of the serious students 12 lectures were arranged in conjunction 
with the Workers’ Educational Association on ‘“‘ Modern English Literature.” 
Plans are being made for a course of 20 lectures on Shakespeare for the i 
winter. The lecture hall of the Public Library has also been used fas special 
lectures under the auspices of the TwickENHAM Literary and Scientific Society, 
The Twickenham Horticulture Association, The Twickenham and Thames 
Valley Beekeepers’ Association, the St. Mary’s Missionary Society, and the 
British Medical Association (local branch). 


PROFESSIONAL PUBLICATIONS, 


CarpIFF Public Libraries. Catalogue of the Exhibition of Shakes- 
peariana held at the Cardiff Public Library in commemoration of 
the First Folio Tercentenary (1623-1923), Rap—thaoteaiien, 1923. 
8vo. Cardiff, 1923. pp. 52. 

The Cardiff Public Library has taken note of the Shakespeare Centenary 
this year, and the Exhibition arranged by Mr. Farr, for which he has been 
enabled to drawupon the Crichton-Stuart and Watson libraries, in addition 
to exhibits loaned by booksellers and other friends, will do a great deal to 
enhance the already high reputation of the Library. Eighteen quartos and 
six folios are a good showing for an exhibition such as this, and the mass of 
later editions of note will give a very good idea of the bibliographical strength 
of the Shakespeare cult. The catalogue is not only useful as a guide to the 
Exhibition itself, but the information contained therein is so full andinterest- Pe 3 
ing that we think that most visitors will preserve it not only as a souvenir 44 a 
but as a guide to the earlier Shakespearian books. deri 
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REVIEWS 
GENERAL. 
Tue CARNEGIE TRUSTEES’ REPORT.* 

The ninth annual report of The Carnegie United Kingdom 
Trustees records the passing of Sir William Robertson, who, from 
the foundation of the Trust until his tragically sudden death, was 
its vice-chairman. Sir William Robertson was a splendid type of 
the Scot who has made a national tradition, and the memory of 
his strong purposefulness allied to broad humanity will be cherished 
by all who had the honour of his acquaintance. His interest in 
the library movement was very real. He served for some years 
on the committee of the local public library, and was thus qualified 
usefully to serve on the library sub-committee of the Trust. With 
his peculiar interest in these matters he would have been a useful 
friend to the library movement had he lived to take the reins of 
office as chairman of the Trustees—a post that would have been 
his, and one which he would have filled with distinction and dis- 
cretion. The Earl of Elgin has been appointed chairman in place 
of Sir John Ross, while Sir John Struthers has been elected vice- 
chairman. Sir John Struthers has been convenor of the library 
sub-committee since its creation in 1916. 

As usual, the report surveys the library field generally. Urban 
libraries claim little attention this year, excepting with reference 
to the reactions of the county library schemes on the smaller burghal 
libraries. The buildings at Barrow-in-Furness and Bethnal Green 
have been completed and handed over; and forward work has 
been carried out in planning libraries at Barking, Gateshead, Ipswich, 
Leeds, Manchester, and Nottingham. All outstanding arrange- 
ments as to grants for borough library buildings will be allowed to 
lapse unless building has been commenced before the end of 1925. 
Meantime no further grants for borough library buildings are being 
considered, and the Trustees are indefinite as to whether grants in 
aid of library buildings will be made in the future other than those 
already promised. 

The spread of the county library movement to new counties 
has been slow. Selkirkshire and Leicestershire have accepted 
grants and are beginning to function, and the Trustees have been 
negotiating with three Scottish and one English county. Oxford- 
shire has adopted the Public Libraries Acts. In this county the 
voluntary library scheme functioning through Barnett House has 
done good work in a short period. Among other matters casually 
discussed are book supply, circulations, co-operation with voluntary 
organisations, maintenance costs, the central libraries for students, 
and special and miscellaneous libraries. Possibly the most impor- 
tant statement in the report is that there is to be a new edition of 
the Adams Report. Professor Adams’ Report in 1914 was beyond 
praise. We are glad that the call for a new charting of the library 
service is to be met. Most will know that the Board of Education 
hope to survey the library position shortly through the Adult 


* Ninth Annual Report (for the year ending December 3lst, 1922) sub- 
mitted by the Executive Committee to the Trustees, on Friday, March 9th, 
1922. 
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Education Committee. We heartily wish the committee God-speed 
in their work. 

The report contains much that should interest librarians, apart 
from the special importance of the library section. The Trustees 
have decided to subvent for an experimental quinquennium scheme 
of rural development in a number of English and Scottish counties. 
The proposed scheme is primarily that of the National Council of 
Social Service, which examined the position very closely at two 
Oxford conferences, at one of which the profession was repre- 
sented. The scheme is exceedingly interesting, and it is clear that 
sooner or later such a work will be directly associated with the 
county library schemes. Much will depend on local conditions, 
but more, perhaps, on personal factors. e matter is now definitely 
one of county library policy in its forward movement. The gradual 
abandonment everywhere of the old boxes-of-books policy is a 
national development in these matters here as in the United States. 

R.D.M. 


Shepard (F. G.) THE Price Book, 1923, FoR THE PRINTING AND 
ALLIED TRADES. 30,000 Prices. 8vo, pp. 536, cloth. King and 
Jarrett, Ltd., 1923. 7s. 6d. 

The Price Boox has been a very familiar volume in the building trades 
for many years, but the printing trade has only seen spasmodic attempts to 
provide their craft with a similar reference book. Mr. Sheppard’s Price Book 
has reached a second issue, and we hope that it has come to stay. To librarians 
the volume will be more than useful; it will be essential for themselves as 
well as for the Reference Library. The List of Watermarks and Named 
Papers, occupying nearly 200 pp. at the end, is alone worth the amount asked 
for the volume. 


CORRESPONDENCE 
THE UNIVERSITY, 
ABERDEEN. 
To tHe Eprror, Library World. May 24th, 1923, 


Sir,— 

As Mr. W. M. Dickie, in his “ Critical Examination,” pub 
lished in your last issue, writes from the University of Aberdeen, 
and as the Aberdeen University Library is known to be in process 
of re-arrangement according to the Dewey System, it might not 
unnaturally be inferred that he either speaks as a Library official 
or bases his criticism of the Dewey system on the practical incon 
veniences which he finds daily confronting him as a reader. 

Perhaps therefore I may be allowed tc point out that the system 
in use here is that of Dewey, largely modified by the valuable sugges- 
tions of the Brussels Institut International de Bibliographie, whose 
immense work in amplification and correction of the American 
scheme forms perhaps the highest compliment that could be paid 
to Mr. Dewey’s main idea, and in great measure meets the objections 
brought forward by Mr. Dickie. 

In no single instance will Mr. Dickie find a book in the Uni- 
versity Library marked as are the examples he selects for criticism. 
That is not to suggest that he would necessarily approve of the 
marks assigned; but, as the University Librarian wrote in his 
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ublished notes on the Classification he had adopted, “ it must be 
ne in mind that a classification of actual books is a different 
thing from a classification of theoretical knowledge, and that a 
general agreement among librarians to adopt some one system is a 
practical testimony in its favour so strong as to outweigh arguments 
against it arising from dissatisfaction with minor details of the 
scheme.” 
I am, Yours faithfully, 
Maup Storr Best, Sub- Librarian. 


To THE Epitor Library World. 
SIR, — 
In the current issue of The reg World, on page 408, Alpha 
makes the statement that “An official scale of salaries, graduated 


for towns of varying size, has been adopted by the L.A., the A.A.L., 
and the N.A.L.G.O.” I should be obliged if you will inform me if 
it is a fact that the Library Association have now adopted this 
scale, and if so, when? Following are copies of letters which I 
wrote and received in November last. I was subsequently informed 
by a member of the L.A. Council that the Council had not officially 
adopted the scale. 


Yours, etc., 
Public Library, KATE FEARNSIDE, Librarian. 
Waterloo, near Liverpool. 
May 15th, 1923. 


The Secretary, Library Association. 
Dear 

Kindly forward three copies of “ The Nalgo Salaries Scale '’ as published 
in The Library Assistant for November, pp. 158-9. My Chairman has requested 
me to obtain it for him within the next few days. Prompt attention would 
therefore oblige. Yours faithfully, 

Waterloo with Seaforths. ARNSIDE, Librarian, 


Miss K. Fearnside, Public Library, Waterloo. 
MapDaM,— 

I regret that we have no copies of the N.A.L.G.O. Scale of Salaries as 
published in The Library Assistant. I enclose herewith the Library Associa- 
tion suggested scale, in the hope it may be of use. 

Yours faithfully, 
Stapley House, F. Pacy, 
Bloomsbury Square, W.C.1. Hon. Secretary, Library Association. 

November 24th, 1922. 


[The official scale of salaries was adopted at a meeting of the N.A.L.G.O. 
Standing Joint Consultative Committee held at Caxton Hall on October 7th, 
1922. Both the L.A. and the A.A.L. were represented on that committee. 
The only objection to the scale raised by the L.A. was that “ in comp 
rateable value with population, a figure representing less than one-half 
the actual rateable value should not be taken in any case.” As the committee 
were unable to find any Authority whose ratio of rateable value as compared 
with population was 2 to 1 the scale was adopted without amendment. The 
A.A.L. made certain suggestions regarding the lowest grades of the scale, but 
withdrew them on hearing the views of the committee. The complete scale 
was adopted therefore by the L.A. and the A.A.L., and was afterwards sub- 
mitted to and adopted by the N.A.L.G.O. So far as I know it has appeared 
only in the pages of The Library Assistant.""—ALPuHA.] 
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New Publications 


NOW READY. 


COUNTY RURAL LIBRARIES, their Policy and Organization. 
By R. D. Macleod, with a foreword by Prof. W. G. S. Adams. 
pp. 292, fully illustrated, cr. 8vo, cloth, gilt. 10s, 6d. net. 


STATISTICAL BIBLIOGRAPHY IN RELATION TO THE GROWTH 
OF MODERN CIVILIZATION: Two LECTURES DELIVERED 
IN THE UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE IN MAy, 1922, By E. 
WYNDHAM Hu.LME, B.A., SANDARS READER IN BIBLIOGRAPHY, 
SOMETIME LIBRARIAN OF THE PATENT OFFIce. 4to, cloth 
back, boards. 6s, net. 


CLASSIFIED GUIDE TO 1,600 ANNUALS, DIRECTORIES AND 
YEAR BOOKS. By H. G. T. Cannons, Borough Librarian 
of Finsbury. Cr. 8vo, cloth. 5s, net. 


ENGLISH PRINTERS’ ORNAMENTS. By Henry R. Plomer, 
Author of “A Short History of English Printing,’ etc. Cr. 4to, 
pp. 300, with full-page plates, numerous illustrations, boards, 
doth back. Ordinary edition, 500 copies, £2 2s, net. 


Edition-de-Luxe, 75 copies, £5 5s, net. Demy 4to, on finest 
hand-made paper, with extra illustrations. Copies numbered 
and signed by the Author. (Prospectus on application.) 


TURKISH SILVER. By Guy R. Thomson. Demy 4to, 100 pp. + 
16 full-page plates, numerous illustrations in text. Printed on 
hand-made paper. Bound in boards, cloth back. Edition 
limited to 500 copies, including America. £8 3s, net. 

(Prospectus on application.) 
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